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Primary education is the foundation for 

secondary and higher education.  This 

speaks about the importance of primary 

education in the development of secondary 

and higher education.  It is a well known 

fact that if the foundation is strong the 

structure will also be strong. 

Psychologically also it is said that an 

individual’s personality is built based on 

his experiences in his early years of life, 

that is, by six years of age.  And this is 

when their primary education starts.  It is 

very important to have well trained and 

committed teachers to teach these toddlers.  

Teaching them is a very dedicated & 

sensitive issue as these teachers are sowing 

the seeds for building beautiful human 

beings. Therefore this job needs a lot of 

care.  Care is taken in many countries to 

ensure the best teachers are there to take of 

care the primary education. 

In our country primary education 

deteriorated over the years.   

In olden days, we had the gurukulams, 

where students used to live with a guru for 

their education.  Complete grooming took 

place.  Gurus played the role of mentors 

and took total care of the students.  It is 

believed teaching is not about just teaching 

a subject in a classroom, but learning also 

happens by observing the gurus lifestyle 

etc. 

Hence a teacher’s role is much bigger than 

teaching the alphabet.  It is also about 

teaching life skills.  And this starts at a 

tender age. 

From such form of education it evolved 

into day schools and residential schools 

which are far different from gurukulams. 

Yet there was no dearth of good and 

committed teachers.  Some of the best 

doctors, engineers, academicians, 

scientists, administrations were churned 

out by these teachers.  Schools were 

started by philanthropists apart from the 

government.  Teachers were respected for 

their commitment as wealth was not 

considered a symbol of success in those 

days!   

The deterioration actually started with the 

advent of educational institutions which 

started as business ventures and not as 

philanthropy.  Government was not 

proactive in terms of proper regulation and 

did not lay restriction on fee or standards.  

The little regulation that was there was 

violated more often than not.  The 

corrective machinery for violation was 

either weak or absent.  Like any other 

sector corruption crept into education too.  

Inspections became a mere formality.  

Earlier educational institutions were more 

or less standardized.  But with the advent 

of corporate schools this became skewed.  

The variation in quality of schools 

widened.  The efficient and more qualified 

teachers were lured by the so called elite 

schools which were able to pay well, as the 

fee collected by them also increased on a 

compounding scale. 

The rest of the schools further collapsed in 

terms of quality as their teachers were 

poached by these elite schools.  The rich 

schools catered only to a segment in the 

society as they were unaffordable to a 

large section of society. These schools 

being in the private sector had an inbuilt 

flexibility in terms of allowing them to 

quickly adapt to changes and thereby 

giving students the advantage of being 
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abreast with the latest. Recruitment rules 

are laid down only for government and 

aided institutions but not for private 

schools. Private institutions have greater 

flexibility and are in an advantageous 

position. 

On the other side of the scene; this was the 

time the government schools were 

neglected.  In spite of the fact, that 

government schools had qualified teachers 

they lacked commitment.  The few 

committed teachers were also de-

motivated for want of infrastructure in 

these schools.  They did not have proper 

teaching aids in contrast to the latest 

technology being used in the elite schools. 

Another problem faced by the government 

schools is that they are forced to 

implement the government’s experimental 

policies causing more distress.   For 

example, there was a decision to change 

the medium of instruction in government 

schools to English from the sixth standard.  

Neither the students nor the teachers were 

equipped for this change.  It would be 

easier to introduce English medium at the 

primary level rather than at the middle 

school level.   

There is another category of schools; these 

are government aided schools which were 

a beautiful public private partnership with 

the advantage of government funds and 

private administration. With privatization 

of education, funds to these schools 

receded and the same disadvantages of 

government schools and small private 

schools seeped into these schools too! 

The scenario in small private schools 

further deteriorated as they could not 

compete with elite schools in terms of 

payments and had to settle with mediocre 

teachers who were not qualified.  For 

survival, these schools resorted to short 

term measures of concentrating on 

improving the numbers in terms of exam 

results. So they changed the system from 

conceptual and application orientation to 

exam orientation in these schools, 

destroying the creativity in children at a 

young age. It is startling to note that there 

are instances in these schools where only 

the tenth class syllabus is taught in ninth 

and tenth standards for two years marring 

the very logic of framing the school 

syllabus. 

The so called elite schools provided the 

state of the art facilities in schools and 

provided physical comforts to students but 

perhaps not laying equal emphasis on 

human values in education.  They 

encouraged creativity and skill in technical 

things more than human relations.  

The rules for government and aided 

schools are that they should not advertise. 

The small private schools cannot afford to 

advertise on a big scale. So the advantage 

of publicity is with the elite schools. 

The situation is actually not as hopeless 

yet, as there are in existence in some 

schools, which strike a balance between 

quality teaching and values. These 

institutions run by people who are 

passionate about education and derive 

contentment from the performance of their 

students. These are our Saviors. But 

unfortunately these are a declining clan. 

We cannot wait any longer. We cannot 

think of improving higher education 

without giving a serious thought to school 

education primarily primary education, 

where the foundations are laid. 

If the government is looking at developing 

the state or the country there is an urgent 

need to improve education, which in turn 

will lead to development in other 

segments. 

It is time to make a conscientious effort in 

order to bring about not only an economic 

change but a social change in a country. 

Why don’t we provide equal opportunity 

to education when a child is born?  Why 

think of providing opportunities in terms 

of reservation later?  

Make him capable of earning his place 

rather than making him yearn that you are 

doing a favor by providing him a place 

later, which actually was not provided 

when it was needed. This will leave him 

with a lot of inhibitions because you have 

not equipped the child in terms of 
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efficiency.  Lack of efficiency is due to 

lack of equal opportunity to primary 

education. 

Is it important to start with equality from 

the time of birth rather than creating a 

pseudo corrective measure at a later stage? 

The present system of education is actually 

widening inequality among different 

classes of people created by a vast 

variation among the schools. The students 

who go to elite schools have the 

opportunity to get world class education 

while others don’t even have access to 

proper basic education. Is it not unfair to 

expect students from these sections to 

compete? 

It is an appeal to the good Samaritans to 

come forward.  The corporate world can 

make a contribution to improve the 

situation by taking their Corporate Social 

Responsibility to the next level and by 

networking with others for providing 

quality education. Institutional Social 

Responsibility can also contribute to the 

cause if taken seriously. 

It is imperative to recall the observations 

and recommendations made by Kothari 

Commission in the context of problems 

faced by primary education. It is 

distressing to note that some of the 

concerns are unaddressed and issues are 

unresolved even today. 

The state of schools and universities is 

evident from their performance.  Perhaps 

this could be attributed to neglect of 

primary education.  It is time to make a 

concerted effort towards upgrading and 

stabilizing primary education and school 

education, which together will take care of 

higher education.  

It is time that state plays its regulatory role 

in terms of standardization based on 

objective deliberations with the 

stakeholders before taking a policy 

decision.  
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